Cerebral vascular accident after cardiac surgery: its impact on nursing care.
The number of patients undergoing coronary artery bypass grafting (CABG) per year is increasing. Despite advances in surgical techniques, cerebral vascular accident (CVA) post cardiac surgery is increasing. CVA is a severe neurological complication of cardiac surgery which increased length of stay, morbidity and mortality, and rehabilitation. It is important to identify patients at increased risk and utilize appropriate screening techniques to decrease the incidence of CVA. Nursing assessment, interventions, and postoperative neurological assessment is crucial in identifying patients at increased risk for CVA.